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The 6th grade English course focuses on the child’s writing and communication skills.  The course is split into two main parts.  The first semester is spent focusing on the basics of conventions.  During this time we work on punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and sentence structure.  The second semester we focus on the student’s writing skills, specifically looking at the seven traits of writing.  While working on our six traits of writing we develop the skills needed to write compositions of all types.  These include narrative, descriptive and persuasive compositions.  Students will also work on gleaning information from reference works while being able to cite their resources.

Throughout both semesters the students will also work on spelling and vocabulary skills. 

Course Topics Covered All dates are approximate. We will work on Spelling and Vocabulary throughout the year.

First quarter:  Complete sentences, punctuation and writing with dialogue.

Second quarter:  Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives,  Verbs, Adverbs, Prepositions, and Conjunctions.  We will also work on the traits of Conventions within our writing.

Third quarter:  Prepositional Phrases, Independent Clauses, and Subordinate clauses.  We also work on the traits of Voice and Organization

Fourth quarter:  Direct and Indirect Objects, Subject Complements.  We also work on the traits of Word Choice and Ideas.  

Grading 
There will be several different types of assessments during this course.  Every week there will be either a spelling test or a vocabulary test.  The words will be given one week and the test for those sets of words will follow one week from the day they are handed out.  All vocabulary and spelling work will be done in cursive.  This is how we will practice our handwriting.
There will be homework assignments throughout the year with the grammar and writing portions of the class.  All homework is expected to be turned in the very next class unless a different date is given in class.  If the student does not have the work to hand in on time, they will be given a chance to get half credit if they turn it in the next day.  After two days the student will be given a zero for that homework grade.
There will be 2-3 large writing projects that occur throughout the year.  Those projects will most likely begin in the second quarter.  First quarter will focus on the grammar, spelling, and vocabulary work.  We will continue with those skills and then get into our writing skills during the 2nd quarter.
To succeed in this course it is extremely important that you stay organized.  Organization is especially important with your long term writing projects.  Much of the work with these projects will be spread out over two weeks and falling behind in any area will slow the process down and cause you to be late with the paper.  
My rules for behavior and my grading expectations are posted on my website.  Please take the time to visit my website. I follow the same expectations that are listed in the School handbook.
I use edline to post the due dates of any major assignments/papers or the dates of any tests that will be happening in this course.  

I will not post daily homework assignments.  A major goal of 6th grade for your children will be learning to become responsible for their daily work.  We will teach them the skills to do that and we will expect them to use their daily assignment book to reach that goal.

Please contact me through my email address and then through the school.  I try to return all correspondence within 24 hours.
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For some helpful English links, go to this site.

http://mrsmith6b.yolasite.com/
